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Finding Greatest Common Factor (GCF) and Least
Common Multiple (LCM) for 2 numbers

Find the GCF and LCM of 36 and 90
Step 1: Think of any number that will divide into 36 and 90 evenly—
doesn’t have to be prime “2” will work

Step 2: Divide 2 into 36 and 90 ---- write the answer below them

21 36 90
18 45

Step 3: Now 1s there any number that will divide into 18 and 45 evenly?
Yes, 9

Step 4: Divide 9 into 18 and 45 and write the answer under them

2 | 36 90
9 18 45
2 5

Step 5: Now is there any number that will divide into 2 and 5 evenly? No,
then you are finished.

Step 6: GCF -- If you multiply what is in the left column ( 2,9 ) you have
the GCF. GCF=9x2 =18

Step 7: LCM --- If you multiply the numbers in the left column (2, 9) and
the numbers that are left over (2, 5) you will have the LCM.
LCM=2x9x2x5= 180
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m 45 18 45
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