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An Analysis of the Impact of “Got College?” and the Opening of the Poinciana Campus

Background: In 2010, Osceola County ranked 615t out of the 67 counties in the state of Florida in terms of the
percentage of high school graduates who enrolled in a public postsecondary institution in the state of Florida in the
Fall after graduating from high school (college-going rate). Osceola County’s college-going rate was 40.1% in
2010; the state average was 51.7%.!

Launch of “Got College?”: Valencia College, the School District of Osceola County, and the Education Foundation of
Osceola County partnered to launch “Got College?,” a grass-roots campaign to increase Osceola County’s college-
going rate. The “Got College?” effort sought to understand and remove the barriers that were preventing students
in Osceola County from participating in postsecondary education, and set an ambitious goal that Osceola County’s
college-going rate would exceed 50% by 2020. Specific strategies and tactics included creating “Valencia
Ambassador” positions for Valencia students to visit K-12
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Unique Challenges in Poinciana: For some students, however, one barrier was impossible to overcome through “Got
College?” efforts: transportation. Students from the Poinciana area reported not having access to personal vehicles
and relying on a bus trip to the Osceola Campus that required a 2.5-hour commute or more, each way. The college-
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Overall Impact: In 2017, 3,882 students graduated with a standard diploma from the School District of Osceola
County; if Osceola County’s college-going rate had remained at its 2010 level of 40.1%, only 1,557 students would
have enrolled in a public, postsecondary institution in the state of Florida. However, with a college-going rate of
54.3%, 2,108 students pursued postsecondary education, resulting in a one-year net impact of more than 550
additional students enrolling in college. Sustained efforts to increase the college-going rate will yield this type of
impact year after year, significantly increasing the overall educational attainment level in Osceola County.
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